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— o Update on Lease Agreement with St. Ann from Mrs. Kirk
= 2020- — At the request of Archbishop Schnurr, Father Gardner, Father Jacquemin, Father
2 2021 McCarthy, Mr. Desmier, and | will be meeting with representatives from the
SCHOOL Archdiocese of Cincinnati on March 18 to discuss solutions for the future of Our Lady
CALENDAR of Grace. This request is in response to St. Ann’s non-renewal of the school’s lease for
the 2022-2023 school year. Please pray for the Holy Spirit to guide all our efforts as

we work together to resolve this in the best possible way for all parties involved.

tops with uniform bottoms to celebrate
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| i/ Teacher Parent-teacher conferences will be held on
L /] Parert/ e 'Fer nees the evening of March 18 from 3:30-8:00.
EVENTS \ Conrere The sign up will be open in Option C from

IMarch 17 Green =
Tops/Uniform Bottoms =
March 18 Conferences After March 15, you will need to contact

March 19 No School your child’s teacher to sign up for a conference.

March 4-March 15.

EdChoice Scholarship- (This message is for families
= ~= ] who currently have the EdChoice Scholarship.)
b}gg‘g‘ng L"f | scholarship Program  EdChoice Scholarship applications were sent out recently

2% - erarmen: Vi@ the email we have on file through Option C.
Ohio | atiction
Instructions on renewing your scholarship were also sent
with the application. After reading these instructions
carefully, please email questions and/or paperwork to edchoice@olgcs.org.

")’ CFE z] Thank you to families who have already turned in your applications. This will
N enable us to efficiently submit all information to ODE.
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Religious Education

| Want to be Healed...

The Gospel for the OLGCS Mass next Tuesday is the famous one where Jesus heals the crippled man at the Pool of
Bethesda. That Gospel has always stayed with me. | have often thought — what about those that weren't healed
that day who were still crippled, in pain, and left behind at the Pool? After Jesus leaves the Temple area, who is
going to tell the others who need healing to rise, take up their mat and walk? Who will help those people to the
pool when the water is stirred? Who gets to go, who gets left behind? Does being left behind mean that Jesus
does not love us? Was that healing just for the one paralytic and no others? Did the others lying by the pool do
something wrong? Does it mean we are not as worthy as others? Is it simply a case of “too bad” for everyone
else? Is this the left out feeling that we all fear? It is like some cosmic game of musical chairs, the one where we
are shut out. Or perhaps like when we were kids and we weren’t chosen to play on a team until the very end? It
feels awful when that happens, doesn't it? Is that what this is? It could seem that way - but | don't think so.

It is important to remember this — healing in the Gospels is not just about
getting up and walking. Jesus command to be healed has everything to do with
forgiveness of sins. Oh, the audacity of Jesus to be doing such a thing - on the
Sabbath no less! In the prevailing view of the Jewish leaders - only God could
forgive sins. And this Jesus - no matter what he did, could not be God, right?
And when lesus “healed” it was generally among and arcund all the most
unlikely candidates, wasn't it? | believe this was also a challenge to the people
of his time, and it remains one for our world today. In the Gospel,

lesus was there to heal — Jesus was there to forgive sins - and Jesus is still here
to heal and still here to forgive sins today. This Lenten Gospel tells us that this
paralytic is paralyzed with sin, not just with crippled legs. This call to take up the
mat and walk is some foreshadowing of taking up the cross, isn’t it? The waters
are baptism are a baptism into Christ’s death that will bring us new life. If we
accept Jesus' invitation and Jesus' healing, must we also accept what that brings
with it? Is this trading one type of suffering — stuck on the mat - for another, the cross? Jesus seems to know that
the man had been ill and sitting by the pool for 38 years - a long, long time. The man says that he has no one to
take him to the pool when “the waters are stirred up,” an image symbolizing life and the power of the Holy Spirit
in the “stirred up” waters of the pool.

The ruins of the Pool of Bethesdo
in Jerusalem todoy

This Gospel moment reminds us that we need God and we need one another. We are not made by God to be self-
sufficient and alone. God constanthy seeks us out, persistently comes forth, and waits for each of us to respond.
And that is the point when we can respond, or we can choose not to. We need to be put in the waters that are
stirred up and we need life alive with the Spirit to heal us. We need to die to our sins and find new life in that
water. We need to be in it and not just watching it from the comfort of our mat, but going in and getting
immersed - not just observing. The real moment of this Gospel for me is when Jesus says to this man, “Do you
want to be well?™ | don't know about you, but | can think of so many times in my life, when | said that | wanted to
be well, but wasn't really willing to be well at all! And Jesus is still asking me — asking all of us — that question:

“Do you want to be well?” Until we can answer the question, honestly, | guess we are stuck on the mat.

But that man so long ago made a choice — he listened. Jesus said: "Rise, take up your mat, and walk.” At that
moment that he gets up, and he goes. But what about the people left at the pool that weren’t healed thot day?
Then it hits me — in this story that took place all those years ago, Jesus is speaking to all of us. We are all the man
on the mat, we are all at various times, left behind. As hard as it is to fathom, we are all sitting on those mats for
long periods of time in our lives, and we frequently return to them. Then Jesus, who invites us to get up and walk,
repeatedly visits us. Mow there is a big risk in having this conversation with lesus, there is a big risk in getting up.
But there is also a great reward. I'm not at all sure why there are so many mats still left at the side of the pool, but
I would like to think that the people who saw Jesus’ kindness began to help others at the pool that day. And | am
pretty sure that in our time we are all called to go forth as Jesus did — not only to ask if people want to be well,
but to help them to do so. Of course, if we are going to help others get off of their mats, we have to be willing to
wvacate our own. And that is not so easy, is it? Let us journey through Lent as people who have left their mats
behind! Blessings, Mark Friedman, CRE
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— JOIN OUR —

FUNDRAISER

AT RAISING CANE'S

Mention the fundraiser in Drive Thru
and Cane’s will donate 15% of sales to:

Our Lady of Grace School

DATE & TIME:
Tuesday, March 16th
4PM-10PM

LOCATION:
Raising Cane's
9869 Colerain Avenue

CanesAndCommunity.com

© Raising Cane's Restaurants LLC. All trademarks are ownad by Raising Cana's USA, LLC

Family Engagement Challenge
March Parenting Tips

Effect

Strength of the

Weelc Mindfulness
[ arn present and full y
engaged inthe

T

Tl Blowwring bubbles can be 2

fum ey to discover mindful
breathirg. Shiow your childiren)]
o b bresthis m through ther
nose and try bo fill up their chest
arvd belly. Then, slowdy breathe
out through their mouths,
rebumsitg the air to fll the bubble.
‘What kind of breaths make the
biggest bubble? Ba safe and dor't
share wands!

O The nest time you are feeling
a strong emotion, it's okay to
acknowledge it by bringing it
inka foous. Assign it & color and
remernber what you assigned
Matice what happens to the
emotion when you maks it clear
ini your thoughts. You Got this!

O Take a rmindful sersory walk to
wind doswn A mrindful Senisory
walk eans to walk and notice
the sensations in your body, fest,

aries, lags, thighs, and hearibest.

Srrength of the

[-:p'proachdai_ life:
with srergy ard
exciterment.
O Diorit et bavd Temavs ot other
distractiors kesp you from having
Fun withuyour children)!

“Zestiully me i what miy childiren]
wil se=l”

O You're not fully clean unless
you're..” you may hove heard the

| #rgle. With evergthing in the news

lak=Ty take the bime to
be sure your Farmily
is Desthully
washing their
hards using hict
waester, and loks of
scap suds while

2 Wark aboost of zest? Plan an
aftermicon oukside, go on s famidy
walk or fy & kb= or ride your ke
Sounds exhilamating!

Strength of the
Weele Tesrmwork

[ ke being part of a
tewm amd doinig Ty
share.

J Jigsaw puzzles can be inexpensive
ard can foster tearmmsork among
your farmily or friends especially
\\hmp.lmboredmdcm'thm
the house. "Find all of the edges! "Tve
got & comer!” “Anyone elss hove the
other side of this..”

 Try thirking of your farmily as
ateam. What name would you

give your tzam? You sl hove
different strergths and when one is
strugglng, the cthers need o put
om their tearn cap that says, "We Got
This!

3 Bven interacting with just one
other person can be teamarork.
Tearmwork skills inchuds Tstering,
compassion, and

kmdness, Whan e
you ses these CE]
shills baing used

by your childirer), v
strength spot thern

with positive praiss!

Stremgth of the
Weele Mindfulnes:
[arm present and fully
engaged in the
ot

Tl Breathe in through your nose for
the count of 4, held i, then breathe
out through your mowth for o court
of 7. How thirk about your wesk
‘What chaleanges did you face and
what success can you name? Now
srrile, ard tell yoursalf, Thve got
thisl”

7 Create a mindful farmily challznge
ared rwibe other family membsrs
outside of your horme to join i
Sat an irtertion to do the STOR
exeTcise every day, or plana
moment sach day to doncthing
bt breathe.

) Witven you feel over-
erergired, take & fear
il rmomers
throughout the day:
take abreath in through
your niose and exhale
through your mouth,
Simply, smell the Aower,
o out the cande!

Strength of the
Week: Perapective

[ can se= other
people’s poirt of view

book or watch a YouTlbe reading of
together a3 a farnily. Disouss what it
rreans to tard My shoes” and to
bz able ko understand ofher prople’s
perspectives.

O The world is Tnade up of every
oolor of the: minbos:. Get some paper,
cragors, coloned pencils, or rmarkems
and rmake: your own Rinbows. Take
this opporhumity bo disouss hoar
diversity Trizkes the world mors:

inter=sting, the commumity sronger
ard our cuthure Ticher.

O Hawe you ever thought sbout
a'bugs life? Think sbout the
coreriences you b 2 a human.
Yourray be able toreach the door
handle, turn off the Tight sarkch, or
Lo the waber faucet bowash,
yourr hands before qetting a srack
out of the fridge. Mow; magme you're
the size of an st What would be
differert? What difficulies would
youL encourker? How will you keep

youmsaf frorm bamg stepped onfl

B20E1 Beech #cres Parenting Center: [cons @Children Inc. Used with pemrmission.
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